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…Philip said to him, “Come and see” John 1:46 
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Happenings in November 
 
 

 

Daylight Saving Time Ends 
 

Hastings Family Service Project Share 
 

Leaf Raking 
 

2021 Stewardship Plan 
 

Operation Christmas Child Begins 
 

Advent Begins 
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Elijah said to her, "Do not be afraid; go and do as you 

have said; but first make me a little cake of it and bring it 

to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and 

your son.  For thus says the Lord the God of Israel: The 

jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail 

until the day that the Lord sends rain on the earth." She 

went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and 

her household ate for many days. The jar of meal was not 

emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the 

word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah.  
   1 Kings 17:13-16 

From the lesson for November 1  
 

“Do not be afraid…” is one of 
the most common phrases in 
our Bible. You can count on 
hearing it anytime a mortal 
comes into the presence of God 
or one of God’s angels. I could 
do an entire sermon series just 
on the many times Jesus says, 
“Do not be afraid.”  
 
Yet in the face of an ongoing 
pandemic that has killed over a 

million people, a rancorous election season, many 
friends and family members who are either 
unemployed or underemployed, and the potential for 
a long, isolating winter, the exhortation to “not be 
afraid” seems like wishful thinking.  
 
It is difficult to “not be afraid”. We are afraid of losing 
something we have and cherish, whether it be our 
health, employment, reputation, or loved one. In 
addition to fearing losing something we don’t want to 
lose, we often fear something happening that we don’t 
want to happen. Is that ache cancer or indigestion? Is 
that cough allergies or Covid-19. What happens if (fill 
in the blank) gets elected (or re-elected?)  
 
As you will hear in my sermon for November 1, 
pastors are not immune from being afraid. It is 
something that we sometimes don’t even realize is 
shaping our decisions and the way we react to things.  
The widow of Zarephath had every reason to be 
afraid. She was a widow without resources or social 
equity and there was a famine. That would have been 
horrible enough, but she also had a son who was 
equally a victim of life’s circumstances. For the widow 
and her son, there was clearly good reasons to be 
afraid.  

However, Elijah’s Word from God shows the power of 
God’s Word to overcome fear. Even though she was 
not an Israelite somehow, some way, she trusted the 
word from God spoken through Elijah. And that made 
all the difference.  
 
In the coming weeks and months, I ask you to be 
attentive to your feelings. Acknowledge to yourself the 
things you fear. Think about how your fears affect the 
way you make decisions. Reflect upon your fears and 
then upon the God who loves you. Is anything you fear 
too big for God? I don’t think so either, but there will 
undoubtedly be times when you need to remind me of 
this truth as well.  
 
God will sustain us through the challenges of being 
the church during this long pandemic. God will use our 
resources to support those who are facing financial 
hardship. God will comfort us in our grief and the 
challenges to our physical and mental health that we 
may face. God will be God no matter who we elect this 
month. (Side note: VOTE!) Most of all, God will 
continue to use each of us and the whole body of 
Christ to witness the love of Jesus as we face and 
overcome our fears. Thanks be to God.  
  

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Geier 
 

 

NOVEMBER 
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 1 1 Kings 17:1-16 [17-24] 
 God’s Care for the Widow 
 

November 8 Jonah 1:1-17; 3:1-10 [4:1-11] 
 Jonah and God’s Mercy 
 

November 15 Isaiah 6:1-8 
 God Calls Isaiah 
 

November 22 Jeremiah 36:1-8, 21-23, 27-28; 
31:31-34 

 God Promises a New Covenant 
 

November 29 Daniel 6:6-27 
 Daniel’s Hope in God 
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Preschool Chatter 
 

We are already two months into school and are 
adjusting well to all our new Covid rules. In the month 
of October children enjoyed learning about apples, 
sunflowers, pumpkins, and Halloween fun. Some of 
our highlighted activities included apple tastings, 
learning new songs, hammering golf tees into 
pumpkins, and mostly just playing together. 
 
To celebrate Halloween, the children dressed in black 
and orange.   It was a fun day filled with great crafts, 
games and trick or treating to end our Halloween 
parties. For snack the children enjoyed orange 
cheese puffs! While classes were not able to come 
together for the parties, our staff worked very hard to 
make it a special day! 
 
The staff at St. Philip's Preschool is very thankful for 
our wonderful families and their support the past two 
months. All of our snack items so far and our party 
expenses were donated by our awesome families. 
With these challenging times we feel so blessed to 
have their support. 
 
November will bring even colder weather, fall 
conferences, and learning about what it means to be 
thankful. 
 
 

Becky Kaphing and Lorelei Rein 
Preschool Co-Directors 
 

 
 
At the 
October 
council 

meeting, 
Pastor 
Geier 

shared 
that 

because 
there had been fewer requests for aid from the 
Pastor’s Emergency Fund, he had sent a $500 check 
to the food bank at Hastings Family Service. With the 
council’s blessing, he sent an additional $500 check 
to the Hastings United Way “Food 4 Kids” program. 
Both of these local programs are providing invaluable 
services to area children and families who are food 
insecure.  
 

YOU MADE THIS POSSIBLE! 

- AMONG OUR OWN - 
 
Congratulations to… 
 

Sophia Rae John (daughter of 
Kevin and Stacey John) on her 
baptism.  Baby girl Sophia was 
the first Baptism during an in-
person post Covid worship 
service. She is pictured with 
her parents Kevin and Stacey 
John, and the godparents of 
Sophia Rae.   Sophia joins her 
brother Noah in the John 
household. St. Philip’s 

welcomes this precious new addition to its church 
family.  
 
Blessings to Eli Warnecke 
(son of Derrick and Sammi 
Warnecke) on his baptism.  
Baby boy Eli was baptized at 
an in-person worship service 
on October 4.  Eli is the 
Warnecke’s first child. The 
congregation rejoices in 
receiving Eli into the St. 
Philip’s church family.   
  
Jolena Zabel and David Goldstein on the birth of 
their baby boy Ezra Dale born October 8. 
 

All those celebrating their wedding anniversary in 
October.  Listed below are couples reaching a special 
anniversary… 
 

Nick and Amy Burke on their 15th wedding 
anniversary on November 12. 
 

Chris and Katy Hedegard on their 45th wedding 
anniversary on November 22. 
 

Sympathies to… 
Denise Jacobs and family as they mourn the death 
of her mother Mary Ann Erickson. 
 

Wayne and Beth Fahlstrom as they mourn the death 
of their sister-in-law Sandy Fahlstrom.  
 

David and Geneva Weisser as they mourn the death 
of their nephew Eric Courtemanche. 
 

Lenora Holtorf and family as they mourn the death 
of her sister-in-law Phyllis.  
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COLUMBARIUM UPDATE 
 
A columbarium is a group of small compartments, or 
niches, designed to hold the cremains, or ashes, of 
loved ones who have died. At St. Philip’s annual 
meeting last February, the decision was made to form 
a team who would research, plan, and oversee the 
construction of a columbarium on our church property. 
The majority of the funding is to be provided by a 
generous donor. Presales will cover the remaining 
costs. Leasing of the niches will cover all costs for 
building, maintenance, and future expansions, if 
needed. Our team has met several times during the 
past eight months. We hope to start presales in the 
next few weeks and begin construction early next 
summer. The following tasks have been 
accomplished: 
 

 Interviewed and visited other churches who have 
already been through the process. Reviewed 
timelines, policies, publicity, and other documents 
these churches provided. 

 Researched columbarium companies and 
discovered that an ongoing relationship is 
necessary, especially for engraving each 
faceplate. Met with two Minnesota-based 
companies and researched different columbarium 
styles.  

 Selected a company and chose a columbarium 
style with 80 niches. Had a rendering made as a 
visual for the congregation and a sales tool.  

 Created a sell sheet for presales with three pricing 
levels; also decided to include the rendering, a 
sample niche, and faceplate on the sales table.  

 Wrote a policies and procedures document so 
members of our congregation, or their families, 
who are interested in leasing a niche will know 
what to expect.  

 Attended the September church council meeting 
to present our recommendations and receive their 
approval to proceed with the project and start 
presales. 
 

We plan to provide periodic updates as we move 
forward. In the meantime, feel free to contact the 
church or a team member with any questions: Gary 
McDougall, chair; Judy Hansen, Pam Hoffman, Tim 
Preston, Danna Schultz and Pastor Greg Geier. 

 
 
 
 
 

NEWS FROM THE FINANCIAL 
MINISTRY TEAM 

 
The Finance Ministry Team has good news relating to 
the St. Philip’s Lutheran Church building loan 
(mortgage)!    
 
The interest rate on our mortgage was originally a 
fixed rate for 7 years at 4.12%.  One of the terms of 
the loan was that at year seven, the interest rate would 
adjust to 2.75% over the 3-year FHLB (Federal Home 
Loan Bank) interest rate.   
 
On October 1, 2020, the interest rate reset at 3.29% 
fixed, for the remaining 3 years of this building loan 
(mortgage).  At the end of that 3-year period, the 
remaining balance of our mortgage will be rewritten, 
based on the then current interest rates and for a term 
based on the balance due of the mortgage.   
 
The mortgage payments dropped from $14,517.12 to 
$12,995.59, a savings in interest of $1,521.53 per 
month, or $18,258.36 annually.  Most of the reduced 
payment amount is due to the rate reduction but also 
because extra principal payments were made over the 
years. 
 
Submitted by Deborah Dreher, Treasurer 
 

 

LEAF RAKING 

 
Due to COVID, individual families are raking leaves 
this year. If you would like to have your yard raked, 
please email Sarah at sarahb@splchastings.org and 
we will have families sign up to rake your leaves, 
weather permitting! 
 

 

GIVING AND EXPENSE UPDATE 
SEPTEMBER 2020 YTD 

 

 Actual      Budget      Actual 
                        09/20 YTD       09/20 YTD   09/19 YTD 
 

General and Misc. Funds 
Income YTD        $370,516    $408,448   $362,169 
Expenses YTD     $390,639   $436,733     $378,829 
Over (short) YTD ($20,123)   ($28,286)    ($16,660) 
 

Capital Fund   $126,864     $135,000   $120,598 

I am thankful for… 
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My family and I are very grateful to our St. Philip’s 
friends for lifting us up with caring words, prayers, 
cards and more after Tim’s death. You have touched 
our hearts. 
 

Marjorie Peterson 
Emily, Mike, Ellie and Annika King 

 
 
New Communion Chalices:  Thank you to Jan 
Kochendorfer for donating a pair of pottery wine 
chalices that she made.   It will be a joyful day when 
we can all celebrate communion together using these 
lovely chalices.  

 
 
“Thank you” seems so inadequate for all the prayers, 
cards, meals and calls you have showered us with 
over the last 14 months. Through all the surgeries and 
recoveries, you have been my angels. You helped 
keep my spirits up when I thought this would never 
end and wanted to give up. I felt your prayers. While 
you were dealing with your own issues and Covid-19 
you still reached out to help us in so many ways. 
Blessings on you all.  
 

Wayne and Beth Fahlstrom  

 
 
Dear St. Philip’s Family, 
 

Eileen and I belatedly thank you for the prayers and 
various personal offers of support and care you gave 
us this year. The sudden cancer causing deaths of 
Eileen’s dear brother, Rev. Gene Anderson and our 
daughter-in-law Kristin, have been a sad time of 
grieving for us and our families. We thank our 
sovereign Lord for His care and for yours as well.  
 

Dave and Eileen Helmstetter 
 
 

HASTINGS FAMILY SERVICE 
PROJECT SHARE 

 
Hastings Family Service 
(HFS) can use our 
congregation’s help in 
different ways this holiday 
season, as they ensure the 
safety of neighbors served, 
staff and volunteers. Since 
usual collections will not be 
available, the need will be 
great, and our church would like to assist many this 
holiday season. 
 
1. Adopt-a-Family aims to help provide Christmas 

gifts for many families with children, up to age 18.  
As stated by HFS: “Share the joy of the season 
by adopting a family.  Get together with friends, 
family…or by yourself to fulfill a family’s wish list.”  
Adopt-a-family guidelines and Sign-up genius will 
be available on the HFS website, 
www.hastingsfamilyservice.org  in early 
November.  After you choose a family, you will be 
given a wish list of items for each child in the 
family.  Information on the collection of the gifts 
will be coming later. If you are interested in 
participating, but need help with the website sign 
up, we’ll find some help for you from St. Philip’s 
members. Be watching for further email 
information from St. Philip’s, also. 

2. Holiday Meal Donations of $30 or gift cards will 
be accepted to help provide holiday meals for any 
family, whether just adults or with children.  St. 
Philip’s already received a generous grant of 
$250 from Thrivent Financial, so we already have 
a great start.   

3. Volunteers may be needed to help with collection 
or distribution at St. Philip’s or HFS.  Once again 
watch for details from the HFS website for needs 
in that area or for more information in the 
December St. Philippian Newsletter. 

 
Thank you so much for participating in sharing and 
helping our neighbors during this most unusual 
holiday season!  
 
Feel free to contact anyone on the Fellowship 
committee or the church office.  Contact for Camille 
Nelson, chair is Camille.nelson911@yahoo.com or 
651-437-2742 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.hastingsfamilyservice.org/
mailto:Camille.nelson911@yahoo.com
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ST. PHILIP’S  
"ONE APPEAL, TWO COMMITMENTS" 

2021 STEWARDSHIP PLAN  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Christian stewardship is ... everything we think, say 
and do after we say, "I believe". Christian Stewardship 
is how we invest God's 'stuff' for God's mission in 
God's world. Stewardship is ... 
 

o How we spend our time, manage our 
relationships, and practice our faith 

o How we care for our body and make healthy 
choices 

o Our priorities around money 
o How we choose to employ our talents and gifts 

 

We are called as individuals and as congregations 
and communities into God’s mission. We participate 
by giving the gifts that God has entrusted to us. These 
gifts are everything that we have: our time, our talents 
and skills, and our treasure or physical resources. 
Christian stewardship includes all aspects of our lives. 
It is about our personal, work and family life. It is about 
the good management of donations, including those 
made to our church. It is about our congregational and 
denominational life, which flows from our individual 
and collective desire to be part of God’s mission for 
the world. 
 

What does "Two Commitments" mean? A 2021 
General Fund and a 2021 Mortgage Fund  
 

Why now? Time is up to re-new the pledges of 
presently engaged members, plus add new 
households to the Mortgage Funds' giving base. St. 
Philip's will now have an annual Mortgage Fund 
Appeal rather than the former plan of a Mortgage 
Fund appeal every three years.  
 

What are the Mortgage details? The original mortgage 
(2013) with Merchants Bank was established at 
$2.7MM. resulting in monthly payments of $14,500. 
St. Philip’s dedicated donors have never missed a 
mortgage payment since the inception of the loan. A 
recent interest rate adjustment has resulted in a new 
monthly payment obligation of $13,000.  
 

How can this success continue?  Guided by our faith 

in God's presence among its people, and prayerful 
information-sharing, a 2021 appeal will soon be 
underway.  Sunday, December 6 will be Commitment 
Sunday. Members will be encouraged to have mailed 
or delivered their completed commitment card by that 
day. St. Philip’s beautiful House of Worship will need 
new and renewed commitments from its households 
in order to have a successful campaign.  
 

What will the goal be for the Mortgage Fund?  The 
one-year goal will be $170,000. That amount will 
cover 12 months of mortgage payments plus provide 
help to an external mission over the same period. It 
has been St. Philip's tradition to dedicate 10% of this 
Funds' annual giving to a ministry outside of St. 
Philip's.   
 

What about the General (operating) Fund? Support to 
St. Philip's daily costs of ministerial leadership, 
administration, youth, music, sound expertise, a 
custodial contract, plus utilities, technology, 
insurance, and church-wide benevolence become the 
essential and largest portion of the General Fund. 
Historically this fund has an annual budget of 
$525,000.   
 

When and how will I learn more? During November, 
mailings will be sent to every home which will include 
inspirational ministry descriptions, details about the 
building's mortgage contract, and a two-response 
commitment card. Stewardship messages will be 
shared through the online and in-person worship 
services beginning November 8.  It will be asked that 
completed commitment cards be sent or delivered to 
St. Philip's by December 6.   
 

Leading the "One Appeal, Two Commitments" appeal 
are members of the Stewardship Ministry Team. No 
outside consultant will be involved. We know we can 
lead this appeal to a successful conclusion. Team 
members are: Gerry Cardinal, Jeannie Evans, Gerri 
Lundby, Dan Strehlow, Al Todnem, Sam Willis, Pastor 
Geier, and Glenda Schnirring, team chair.  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE PHILIPPIAN   November 2020 7 

ST. PHILIP’S EXPANSION 
CELEBRATES SEVEN YEARS 

 
November 13, 2013 marks the dedication of St. 
Philip's last expansion. We thank God for the 
wonderful space it has provided into which we can 
experience and expand the various ministries St. 
Philip's chooses to do. Gracious thanks to everyone 
who regularly supports its mortgage.  From a starting 
mortgage of $2.7MM, its current balance is just over 
$2.1MM. We patiently wait for the time when we can 
be in full on-site worship again.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SANTA’S SECRET WORKSHOP 
 
Once again we have been asked to participate in the 
Santa’s Secret Workshop benefitting Hastings 
children identified by Hastings Family Service as 
needing assistance this holiday season.  The purpose 
of this event is for these children to be able to shop 
and give gifts to 
their siblings 
and families. 
We are asking 
for new/gently 
used items 
$10.00 and 
less.  Dads and 
teen male gifts 
are especially needed.  Some suggestions: gift cards, 
non-advertising mugs, plain Christmas balls that can 
be personalized, knickknacks, current movies, boxes 
of candy, sports memorabilia. There will be a 
collection box outside the office for donations starting 
November 1.  An online sign up app will be available 
soon.  Questions? contact Vicki Pavlish at 651-437-
1527   
 

IT’S SHOEBOX TIME! 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

 
 

As the world struggles with the 
pandemic and worldwide 
natural disasters, packing a 
shoebox is a simple and quick 
way to reach boys and girls 
around the world with the 
Gospel. This is your chance to 

be a missionary from the comfort of your own 
hometown! Children need great joy now more than 
ever. Most of all, they need the hope found only in the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
 
Will you help us share the hope of Jesus Christ and 
let children know that God loves them and has not 
forgotten them during this time of fear and 
uncertainty? 
 
Red and green shoeboxes are available to pick up in 
the church narthex. There is additional information, 
Girl/Boy labels and packing tips as well. You may also 
use a regular ol’ shoebox from home, if you prefer. 
The last day to drop off shoeboxes is November 22.  
 
If packing a traditional shoebox isn’t an option for you 
this year, consider building a shoebox online! 
Directions on how to do this can be found at: 
samaritanspurse.org/occ. Click on the “Build a 
Shoebox Online” picture. 
 
If you have any questions or would like more 
information, please visit samaritanspurse.org/occ or 
call either one of us and we would love to help you! 
 
Thank you for partnering with us this shoebox season 
to bring Good News and great joy to children around 
the world! 
 
Questions?  Please contact Robyn Tank at 651-437-
2034) or Emily Preston at 651-437-3839. 
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STAYING CONNECTED  
WHILE WE’RE APART 

 
My husband, Ken, was raised 
outside of Hastings, Nebraska and 
I was raised at the foothills of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains in the state 
of Virginia.  We met while working 
for the same company, Ken in 
Milwaukee and me in Memphis.  
We moved to Minnesota in 1983.  
Ken took a new job within the 
Farm Credit System in St. Paul 
and my employer placed me into a 
new position that would allow me to live and work in 
Minnesota.  I subsequently left that company and am 
currently the chief financial officer for Farmward 
Cooperative in Morgan, Minnesota.  Although 
Farmward had to adapt to keep employees and 
customers safe, we continued to provide farmers with 
the products and services needed to produce what’s 
looking to be a bumper crop.   
 

When looking for a community to call home, Ken said 
let’s check out Hastings and when I saw corn and 
soybean fields, I was hooked.  With family, we had to 
be very clear that we live in Hastings, Minnesota and 
not Hastings, Nebraska.   
 

I grew up in a Southern Baptist Church that was 
formed in 1803 and Ken grew up in a Wisconsin 
Synod Lutheran Church.  We chose St. Philip’s 
because the church was close to where we lived and 
as I am fond of saying, the Baptist churches in 
Minnesota are too Baptist light for me.  Both of our 
children, Lee and Taylor, were baptized at St. Philip’s 
and grew up in the church. Lee and his wife, Kate, live 
in Durham, North Carolina and are researchers and 
professors at Duke University. Taylor lives in 
Minneapolis and works in compliance for Wells Fargo.   
It is easy to take your church family for granted until 
something happens that really requires you to be 
surrounded by loving and caring people.  For me, that 
happened three years ago when my husband 
suddenly passed away at home on a Sunday 
afternoon. I will forever be grateful to Pastor Geier 
who was with Lee, Taylor and I daily as we planned 
Ken’s memorial and the many members of our 
congregation who surrounded us with their caring and 
loving arms afterwards.  As I reflect back, I can’t image 
going through something as devastating as losing a 
spouse and a father without the support of a church 
family.  
 

I believe strongly that we are meant to serve, whether 
within our families, within our church, within our 
communities or within our jobs.  As such I have been 
involved in many organizations and initiatives that 
serve children such as Hastings Tennis Association, 
USTA’s Junior Team Tennis, Advantage You Camps 
and Technology and Trades for Youth.   
 

To serve my church, this past year, I joined the church 
council and currently serve as its vice president.  In 
my new role at St. Philip’s, I have come to appreciate 
the many hands that serve our church.  I am truly 
blessed to be part of this church’s family.     
   
Sadie Reiners 

 
 

St. Philips has impacted our 
family for decades and 
continues to be a pillar of our 
lives in countless ways. Al and 
I were married in August 1981 
on our front lawn by Pastor 
Thompson.  We then joined St. 
Philip’s. Al had two children, 

Todd - 14 years old and Nickey - 10 years old.  I was 
so excited to be a mother to Todd and Nickey. I taught 
Sunday school and was on the Youth Board. 
 

Al and I quit our corporate jobs to start a trucking 
company, “Carstensen and Sons Trucking, Inc.”  The 
next 5 years we had 4 children. Colleen, David, 
Matthew and Andrew, all whom were baptized at St. 
Philip’s. Moreover, all six kids were confirmed. 
 

Over the years I’ve been on Fellowship Committee, 
lining up drivers for Meals on Wheels, Third Thursday 
Phil-up and making Lefse. One year, the lefse ladies 
were in the Hastings Parade.  We walked along a 
1956 Ford which was Al’s grandmother’s car holding 
our Lefse sticks made by Al Todnem. We were the “St. 
Philip’s Lutheran Lefse lifters”. 
 

In October 2008 we tragically lost our son David at 25 
years of age. St. Philip’s family was there for us and 
continues to be with us through the ups and downs of 
life. Moreover, this past April, Al was diagnosed with 
Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma. He has recently finished 
all 6 Chemotherapies, and now will have 15 days of 
radiation. Again, the prayers and cards from St. 
Philip’s has been overwhelming. Thank you! 
 

St. Philip’s is our church home. You’ll see us at the 
8:30 am service on the left center aisle, row 2. (We 
don’t have a permit to sit on the right side.)  
 

Al and Gail Carstensen 
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We are John and Ellen 
Diischer. We have 
been members of St. 
Philip’s for 26 years.  
We have two sons: 
Matthew, who lives 
with his wife of 11 
years, Becky, in Fargo, 
North Dakota and 
Mark, who lives in 
Chaska.  Our path to 

St. Philip’s was long…….!  (It started in Volga, South 
Dakota 69 years ago!)  
 

When John retired from the Air Force in 1995, he was 
offered a job as a Flight Training Manager for 
Northwest Airlines in Eagan.  We needed to decide 
where to live and it actually turned out to be a simple 
decision.  
 

Ellen grew up in a small town in South Dakota (see 
above) where she grew up with St. Philip’s member 
Becky (Christianson) Raimann. Throughout our 
military moves, Jay and Becky and their family visited 
us so we stayed in touch and always talked about 
living in the same town, but couldn’t imagine it really 
happening.   
 

While we were stationed in Tucson, Arizona, we 
belonged to Spanish Trail Lutheran Church, where we 
sang in the Senior Choir directed by Phil Walen.  
Eventually, Ellen directed the choir and Phil sang. 
John played on the church softball team with Phil, and 
Phil was Ellen’s softball coach. Phil’s kids sang in 
Ellen’s children’s choir at STLC.  By 1995, Phil had 
become a pastor and was serving at St. Philip’s.   
 

There was a need for a Senior Choir Director at St. 
Philip’s, so it seemed that the Lord had already 
prepared a place for Ellen to direct a choir.  We didn’t 
need to look for a church, since we felt like we were 
already members of St. Philip’s.   We also knew of the 
wonderful reputation of the music program of the 
Hastings schools and we wanted our sons to be part 
of that. It truly seemed that the “handwriting was on 
the wall” and Hastings was the place we were 
supposed to be.  Mark was confirmed at St. Philip’s 
(Becky and Jay are his godparents) and both of our 
sons graduated from Hastings High School.  Ellen 
was given more and more responsibility at SPLC and 
eventually became Director of Music. John was 
member of the sound board team when the new 
sound system was installed in the old sanctuary and 
his retirement from Northwest and Delta gave him the 
opportunity to be a part of the sound board team for 

the new Sanctuary.  John eventually was hired to be 
the Sound Board Technician.   
 

Because of the time that we have spent with choir 
members, Children’s Choir members and parents, bell 
ringers and sound board team, God has given us 
many opportunities to develop long-time friendships 
with people of all ages.  St. Philip’s continues to be a 
place where people are welcomed and its members 
serve together to bring the good news of salvation to 
the community and the world.   
 

We are humbled and challenged to be part of a 
professional church staff, whose members strive 
every day to do their jobs with excellence.  Through 
the pandemic we have witnessed so many new ways 
that people are worshiping and meeting together.   
 

So the winding trail has brought us 26 years later 
(really 69 years later) to this point in time that we 
couldn’t have anticipated.  St. Philip’s is the place 
where we have sung, rung, laughed, cried, prayed 
and celebrated.  We continue to pray that very soon 
we will be able to join our whole church family in 
meeting together once again around the altar rail, 
sharing the Lord’s Supper, and celebrating with joyful 
music!  
 
 
 
Our family is surviving 
this new world.  Richard 
has worked from home 
and hasn't returned to 
the Honeywell office 
since March.  Jenny 
helped deliver many 
pandemic babies and 
continues to stay busy. 
Grant and Miles 
adapted to virtual school in the spring, and a highlight 
was creating a Ninja Warrior course in the backyard 
for their PhyEd class.  They set up an obstacle course 
with jumps, tunnels and runs.  We spent and continue 
to spend a lot of time outdoors.  We have been biking, 
hiking, running and even relaxing in a new 
hammock.  The whole family traveled to Chicago in 
August where Jenny was the sponsor at the baptism 
of her newest niece. Sixteen people in the church, all 
distanced and all with masks made for an 
unforgettable baptism! 
 
Jennifer Slostad, Richard, Grant and Miles Anderson 
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ST. PHILIP’S STAFF 
Gregory Geier, Pastor 
   pastorgeier@splchastings.org 
 

Noreen Swanson, Organist 
  swansonhastings@centurylink.net 
 

Ellen Diischer, Music Director 
   ellend@splchastings.org 
 

Nathan Griner 
   nathang@splchastings.org 
 

Sarah Bennett, Director of Children, 
Youth and Family Ministries 
  sarahb@splchastings.org 
 

Christine Rydel, Business Manager 
  christiner@splchastings.org 
 

John Diischer, Sound Board Technician 
 johnd@splchastings.org 
 

Becky Kaphing, Preschool Co-Director  
   preschool@splchastings.org 
 

Lorelei Rein, Preschool Co-Director  
   preschool@splchastings.org 
 

Lista Klocow, Office Manager 
   listak@splchastings.org 

 

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1401 West 15th Street  
Hastings, Minnesota 
651-437-6541 
www.splchastings.org 
 

ST. PHILIP’S PRESCHOOL 
www.splchastings.org 
 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday:  9:00 am – 4:30 pm 
Friday:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Sunday Worship Service: 
Online Worship Posted on Facebook and 
   YouTube on Sundays at 8:30 am 
   “St. Philip’s Lutheran Church Hastings MN” 
 

Social Hour via Zoom at 9:30 am 
 

In-Person Worship Sundays at 9:30 am 
 

Communion via Zoom at 11:00 am 
 

Sunday School: 
Sundays at 9:30 am  
   In-Person 1st Sunday of the Month 
   Online 2nd-5th Sundays of the Month 
 

Confirmation: 
Wednesdays at 6:45 pm am  
   In-Person 1st Wednesday of the Month 
   Online 2nd-5th Wednesdays of the Month 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:nathang@splchastings.org
mailto:sarahb@splchastings.org
mailto:preschool@splchastings.org
mailto:preschool@splchastings.org

